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THE WASHINGTON POST

Administration Accused of Policy of Secrecy

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Stait Writer

The Reagan administration was accused yester-
day of circumventing Congress by dusting off old
laws and writing new regulations to achieve a new
era of secrecy in this country.

The charges were made at a joint hearing of
two House subcommitiees on President Reagan's
latest directive, issued March 11, requiring federal
employes with security clearances to sign non-dis-
closure agreements and to submit to lie detector
tests if asked.

New York lawyer Floyd Abrams, a leading ex-
pert in First Amendment cases, said that the
order dovetails with the administration’s informa-
tion policies, which he called “unique in recent
history.”

Those policies, Abrams said, “are coherent, con-
sistent and, unlike those of some recent admin-
istrations, not a bit schizophrenic.” He protested
that they also are consistently at odds with the
notion that a free flow of information is in the
public interest.

Examples cited by Abrams and other witnesses
at the House hearing and later in the day at a
Senate hearing on proposed revisions in the Free-
dom of Information Act included:

* The Department of Commerce has relied on
the Export Administration Act to sanction gov-
ernment intervention into unclassified university
research. For instance, Abrams said, the law was
invoked to prohibit an American professor from
reading an academic research paper containing
unclassified information at a scholarly conference
attended by U.S. nationals.

o The Foreign Agents Registration Act was in-
terpreted to require that the Academy Award-win-
ning documentary from Canada. “If You Love
This Planet,” be treated as political propaganda
even though the law specifically “excepts from its
coverage films ‘not cerving predominantly a for-
cign interest.

o The McCarran-Walter

Act has heen used

Floyd Abrams: . .. As if information were a disease”
lately to bar a wide range of individuals from this
country by denying them visas, including the
widow of the late Chilean president Salvador Al-
lende and spokesmen for opposing radical groups
in Northern Ireland.

o U. 8. Customs laws have been invoked in an
eftort to prevent American writer William Worthy
from bringing in books “sold freely on the streets
of Tehran,” because they allegedly contained
uments seized from the former US. Embassy
there.

® The Freedom of Intormation Act repeatedly
has been interpreted in restrictive tashion. The
Justice Department has issued guidelines discour-

aging fee waivers and calling on govermment
agencies to scrutinize the “qualifications” of those
who request documents. as well as what they
mean to do with the documents.

In another recent instance, cited by the Society
of Professional Journalists, the CIA demanded a
$1.520 search fee, half of it pavable in advance,
from a Fordham University professor who was
seeking the full text of a two-page memo about
counterespionage efforts in Ireland during World
War I1.

In the Reagan administration, Abrams said, “It
is almost as if information were in the nature of a
potentially disabling, contagious disease, which
must be feared, controlled and ultimately quar-
antined.”

Abrams said he did not mean to suggest that
previous adminstrations have not done some of
the same things, but he argued that what is new is
the “across-the-board rejection” of the values of an
informed public.

Other witnesses joined in cr ng the pres-
ident's March 11 directive, which also would re-
quire federal government ofticials with access to
especially sensitive information to submit any
writing based on their government service to gov-
ernment censorship.

Rep. Patricia Schroeder (D-Colo.), who presid-
ed at the House hearing with Rep. Don Edwards
(D-Calif), said that the directive was issued with-
out any showing of need, and added that she sus-
pected it would be used selectively against critics
and whistle blowers.

At the Senate hearing, the leadott witness was
FBI Director William H. Webster, who urged pas-
sage of a Judiciary Committee bill that would ex-
empt organized crime records and many other

FBI documents that now come under the Free- |

dom of Information Act.

Wehster «aid that criminals were making in- |

creasingly sophisticated use of the law in an effort,
to identify government informers and frustrate in-
vestigations,
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dents in Cleveland and St. Louis live
on blocks that have no blacks, as do
64 percent of the whites in Philadel-
phia and 59 percent of the whites in
Chicago.

The citizens' commitiee, headed
by Arthur 5. Flemming, former
chairman of the US. Civil Rights
“mmission, criticized the admin-

* range of housing issues

sidized apartments for the poor and
is pushing a “voucher” program for
tenants that will do nothing to alle-
viate a widespread shortage of low-
income housing.

“In the tield of housing, our nation
continues to relate to minorities in

an unconstitutional, illegal and b
sically  unfaiv ‘manner,” Flemmi
told reporters. “We're getting any-

thing but vigorous enforcement

tinues to spend billions of dollars a
year on housing tax subsidies and
mortgage interest deductions for the
middle class.

Flemming said several members §
of Congress soon will introduce leg- |

islation to strengthen fair housi»

laws, in part by »
process bias
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